THE LIBRARY CHRONICLE. 


Xambetb public libraries.—Opening of tbc Gate 
Central library, J3ria*ton, 

The Prince of Wales, who was accompanied by the Princess Louise, 
had a very cordial reception in Brixton on Saturday, March 4, 1893, 
when he opened the Central Free Public Library for Lambeth. The 
Brixton Road was decorated with flags and banners for the occasion, and 
in the immediate neighbourhood of the library the decorations had an 
unusually pleasing effect There was a profusion of bunting suspended 
across the road from Venetian masts, which had been erected along the 
footways at short intervals, while just above the reach of passers-by the 
masts were adorned with liberal supplies of ferns and hyacinths. The 
business houses readily joined in the display, and many of them erected 
illuminations for the evening. The road presented a scene of unwonted 
activity long before the time announced for the arrival of the Prince, and 
the crowd steadily grew in numbers to welcome their Royal Highnesses, 
who were heartily cheered along the route. The library, which is the 
gift of Mr. Henry Tate, of Streatham, is situated in the main thorough¬ 
fare, almost at the foot of Brixton HilL and has been erected at a cost of 
£15,000. It is the third building of the kind which Mr. Tate has presented 
to South London, and contains a splendid room for reference purposes 85 
feet long by 28 feet wide ; news room, 50 feet by 35 j magazine room, 35 
feet by 27 : and a lending library with shelving for 50,000 volumes. 
Every detail has been admirably carried oul^ and the library will be a 
centre for the five branches that already exist in Lambeth. Among those 
present at the opening ceremony were the Prince of Wales and the 
Princess Louise (the Marchioness of Lome), Canon Pelham, the Chair¬ 
man of the Library Commissioners, Mr. Henry Tate, Mrs. Tate, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Marquis of Carmarthen, M.P., Mr. Mark 
Beaufoy, M.P., Mr. Tritton, M.P., Sir J. C. Lawrence, Sir John Lubbock, 
M.P., Dr. Verdon, Dr. Galton, Mr. Edwin Tate, Mr. George Howlett. 
Mr. Evan Spicer, and Mr. Alfred Tate. A guard of honour was fumishea 
by the 4th V.B. Royal West Surrey Regiment, under the command of 
Captain Thomson, and the regimental band was also in attendance. 

Canon Pelham, in opening the proceedings, explained that the Com¬ 
missioners had had to face many difficulties in respect of providing 
adequate facilities for obtaining books, as the parish of Lambeth extended 
from Blackfriars Bridge right away to the Crystal Palace. Through the 
liberality of many generous donors, however, they had been enabled to erect 
five or six local buildings in different parts of the parish. This magnifi¬ 
cent central library would complete their scheme, and on behalf of his 
fellow Commissioners and the parish generally he begged to thank Mr. 
Tate for his munificence, and the Prince of Wales for coming among 
them on that occasion. 

Mr. Evan Spicer, in the course of a statement showing what had been 
done since the Free Library Act was applied to Lambeth, explained that 
the Commissioners, apart from the penny rate they received for carrying 
on the work, had obtained no less a sum than £40^00 by private sub¬ 
scriptions and donations. Last year no fewer than 450,000 books were 
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issued, and by the aid of this library they hoped during the present year 
to issue 600,000. The total issue of books since the first library was 
opened in 1888 was considerably over a million and a half volumes, 
and this great work had been done with a loss of only 28 books of the 
value of £3 16s. 

The Prince of Wales, who was received with loud cheering, said : 
“ Ladies and gentlemen,— It affords me very great pleasure to be present 
here to-day to open the handsome and commodious building in which 
we are now assembled I understand that the Library Act was only 
adopted in Lambeth in December of 1886, and it must be a source of 
great gratification to the inhabitants of the parish to know the unique 
success which the efforts of the Commissioners have attained And I am 
pleased to be with you now in order to acknowledge the great indebted¬ 
ness we are under to Mr. Tate for his many magnificent gifts to the 
country at large. His generosity in South London is well known ; and 
now he has crowned his generous gifts by presenting us with this building, 
and to the nation a valuable and beautiful collection of pictures, which will 
soon be housed on the Thames Embankment It is a great gratification 
to us all to know that when books are within easy reach of the people they 
take advantage of their opportunities ; and the figures given to us to-day 
testify that the Free Library Act in South London is a great success, 
and not only is it a great success as regards the number of books issued, 
but I am glad to hear that the number taken out shows a large proportion 
of high standard works. I am anxious to Igive you the following extract 
from Mr. Thomas Greenwood's instructive work on public libraries: 
‘Considering the existing institutions, especially in the large commercial 
centres of the provinces, have so fully and conclusively justified their 
existence, the wonder is that we have not now four hundred or five 
hundred as compared with the comparatively insignificant number that 
exists.’ In thanking Mr.Tate for this gift, which I do most heartily, I feel 
I am only echoing the sentiments Of all who live in this district; and it is 
with special pleasure, I may say, that my sister, the Princess Louise, 
accompanies me here to-day, for she takes a very keen interest in anything 
that tends to the welfare and the pleasured the people of this country. 
I have now only to declare this library open.” 

Mr. Henry Tate, who was greeted with loud and continued cheers, 
briefly thanked the company for the greeting they had given him, and ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the new building would be largely used and would 
prove of benefit to the parish. The kindness of the Prince of Wales in 
coming among them that afternoon was another proof of his practical 
sympathy with everything concerning the welfare of the community. 

Sir John Lubbock, M.P., then proposed, aud Mr. George Howlett 
seconded, a vote of thanks to thSir Royal Highnesses for attending, and 
the Prince of Wales, in reply, again expressed the sincere pleasure it gave 
him to be associated in such a work as the extension of the free library 
movement. The proceedings then terminated ; and the Prince afterwards 
inspected the building, expressing himself pleased wit! the way in which 
it was arranged and the facilities it would afford for the supply of books 
and periodicals. 
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